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A SISTER'S QUESTION
Q. " How is one to protect the honour of women ? "
A. " I am afraid you do not read the Harijan regu-
larly. I discussed this question years ago, and have
discussed it often since. The question may be discussed
under two heads : (1) how is a woman to protect her own
honour ?; and (2) how are her male relatives to protect it ?
" As regards the first question, where there is a non-
violent atmosphere, where there is the constant teaching
of ahimsa, woman will not regard herself as dependent,
weak or helpless. She is not really helpless when she is
really pure. Her purity makes her conscious of her
strength. I have always held that it is physically impossible
to violate a woman against her will. The outrage takes
place only when she gives way to fear or does not realize
her moral strength. If she cannot meet the assailant's
physical might, her purity will give her the strength to
die before he succeeds in violating her. Take the case of
Sita. Physically she was a weakling before Havana, but
her purity was more than a match even for his giant might.
He tried to win her with all kinds of allurements but could
not carnally touch her without her consent. On the other
hand, if a woman depends on her own physical strength
or upon a weapon she possesses, she is sure to be discom-
fited whenever her strength is exhausted.
" The second question is easily answered. The brother
or father or friend will stand between his protege and her
assailant. He will then either dissuade the assailant from
his wicked purpose or allow himself to be killed by him in
preventing him. In so laying down his life he will not only
have done his duty, but given a new accession of strength
to his protege who will now know how to protect her
honour."
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